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“Some Alarm Clock — Piledriver at 5:45,” Seattle Times, May 3, 1976

Some alarm clock-_-'-?'piledriver* at 5:45

By DON HANNULA

Seven a.m.. was bzid enough.
. But it kept petting parlier and

-earlier, Kevin - Gorman siid, until

yeate:day when the Pziednver of
Mortheast 45th Street wracked Gor
man, his wife and their two smgll
chiIdren out ul bed at 5:45 a.m.

Gorman, who Hves af 3028 NE.
Blakeley St says the early-mern-
ing, wham-bam wake-ups have been
driving him and some of his neigh-
bors up the wall.

‘iﬂ HE DECIDED e, try 1o do
semething abont it, which proved
BUEH THOLE frustra:m" than trying
Io get & decent night’s s]eepA

Gorman called the police, the ef-
ty’s  strept-maintenance  division,
the contractor on the Norihesst 45th
Street viaductrepair job, the Board
of Public Works, the constmchion-
cantracts section of the Engineering

Drepariment, Cily Councilman Ran-
dy Revelle’s office und the Depant-”

ment of Ecology’s ngise-cantrod sec-

" tion.

What ‘he learned was that sfate
law allows EonsiTuction projects 1o

vperate between the hours of 7 a.m.
and 10 p.m.
.~ Bui he also learned that Seattie's
Buard of Fublic Works, anxious to
get the fire-damaged viaduct com-
pleted zo trafflc van sap back o
normal, granted a special variance
allvwing the Dale Mudden- Con-
struction Co. to bang away from

3:30 a.m. unlil iI0 pm.

Gorman wondered:

“How can the aty allow them to
break the state law?™

GORMAN'S GRUMBLINGS, plus
one other complsinl to the noise-
control section of the Department
of Ecology, fmally set the legal-hea-
gles scrambling for an answer on
whaether the oty had any avtherity
to grant such a variance,

Larry Ikenberry, head of (he
noise-contral section, said the ity
has been notifizd of the complaints
and b Is weiting o hear whether it
pians to resqind the variance.

City Engincer Paul Wiatrak said
the complamts gre being reviewed.
Curpuration Cuunscl Juhn Harrls
said rhe state law fias an exception

allowing ponstruction  projects o

hegin before 7 aan. i it is neces
sary to “protect the public health
and welfare.”

Tihe ety could contend it pranted
the variance to aliow piledriving al
550 am. in the arca next to the
University Village because the pub-

. lic's driving welfare is at stake.
Traffic has bad to be rerouted since

the 51 weillion project kegan in Jan-
Lary.

Then the state’s noise-contral sec-
tion would have to confer with its
fegal advisers to see if that's a [e-
gitimate veason.

IN THE MEANTIME, German is
worried about his health and wel-
fare.

Wiatrak sd‘ili “We're  getting
about five _times as WOny  com-
plaints about getting it [inished
than e are aboul noise.™”

Whether the flap had anything iu
do with it wasn't determined. b
the piledriver didn't swart up ywtil
T aan. today.

[f the state decides the city’s var-

iance shouldn't have been granwed,
it could order it rescinded. . )

If the piledfiver's noise exceeds
a complivated allowable siandard,
which varfies according to types of
zoning, the state could Tine the com-
pany 100 5 day.:

Sitice the new state no;se-—mntrol L
law became effective last Scptoemi- | -

ber, there never hds :been a fire
leviad.

Everyone :rrvulved armitted thére © - -
is a substantial vacuem in enlotee--

ment of the new noise-control law.

Mo one agrees more than Kevin
Gurran, a commercial fsherman
who longs for the guist of 2 gHlnet-
ting night on Puget Soand. He said:

“If 1 was throwing a wild party
and making that much ngise at that
time of the mrproing, the pohce
would be here ina second
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The Noﬂheas+ 45th Streef p:lcdrwer at work teday

- Sfa‘f f photo by Johnny Cless.

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/45viaduct/doclist.htm



