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Seaftles P(bnmm moved fom AL beach 4o build Their fown on the shore of Ellioft

Bzy becovse Ffhe weoded shore sépeqf rafher sheeply e dece woter, fl’@me’}f;’;? a
ng;%b water {».w r 7§f; e et -%’éey crecwied of gnd besan 5},5”‘;‘;&;;? Yt.fférff P
milfl on & prer, The rch forests pronded sbundanfly for both sawmill and p ;/,;)? for
Jrers. And the sawemill provided sbundanf cavgo +r fhe sailing vessels. lhen the
railroad replaced fhe horse~drawin wagon serving fhe precs and by (885 the waterfront
became o ma2e of fresfles and piers kaown 85 Paifrodd Auvenve, Completion of fhe
Transcontirenta( railroad friggered an economic slump dad anti-Chinase rots. The hard-
tumes confinved unhil 4 prospectors panning v sold on 84 Alastan river called the Thron-
druck jn 1856 sterbled enfe cat of fhe ﬂ'afses%fgfa’ﬁfg@s m the world. The Gold Rush
was en. A year lofer the Porflond gfeamed info Schwabachers Wharf on Per 58
weth 8 h"’?e dﬂv‘?o os(ﬂuy efs : described & faumi’eké 5?‘@&'1@5 Bremerd (w{‘)o became
& Park Commissioner ta f;a’é‘)as Ta Jon ovz éoi@f "+ ¥ electrified the world and forved
Seatlle o 2 bz, borstercus, prosperous city, Some Seaffleifes jomed fae sfampede
4o fhe Klon.dike”; ofters Hvnd Hher gold o p@wﬁéfﬁggﬁzﬁf {?}"Nﬂedfw jgé igs@fpg’ﬁq “
Doorm tolebrate on their raturn from Fhe goldfelds . gcsmo of i &Wmﬁgﬁ;n&fﬁ
By 1906 Psifroad Averve was badlly m need of repdirs ivt was berno patched end
preced fogefher, buf fhe see contmved fo forkire the pilins wnth sez borers, pieces of
driféwsod, Sawmill leavirgs and miScelleneous refuse crowding, povnding end mosug .

5«::«1@ rip rap end ﬁ?/}éq with cowdusé and dirf from streed f;wpwavemeaﬁr was doag, slong
with 2 greef dea/ of M"?w;\? 2ad bickermg abavt solufions, Jn 1900 vefers 3pproved 3

Monieipa! Plans Commitscon but Boque's "Plan of (a2ttle " was rejeched and lost in

ﬁamﬂk:fifﬁﬁf, ﬁﬁéf&nf, sufhantafion, efe. In 1929 3 new Fronchise with Fhe roilrods
moved The frocks to fae east scde of B2ifraad Avenve wrbh spurs Yo each rer. "The
Greot Deprass:'on 'pvav:ﬁed Snother Shorn éﬂ&q block : even veorer appmvaf i (932 4o build 2
Pﬁr-;r’gﬂ af fhe needed seawall stumbled becavie the -Sa';ﬁ?fe bed Por the work wes ereessive,
{‘:!;xaffy in (G3¢ the &#}' vnderfeok The Pm‘;'e:ai":‘f:?f')éoé 2 yesrs and atfracied wide fuéffcf?:y.
Pailread Avenve become Afaskan Wey. )

Efforts 4o reduce the vicoa( pollofion along lhe waterfoont began m 1904 whea James .
KM, builder of The Greaf Morfhern RR, and Ciy Engmeer R-H. Thomsan eonstrucfed the
S 142 . long railresd fuanel vader fhe city center. Further reduction of the frackzge
¢ %& é’-&S‘?i’ S;&fe f;a 1?30% anfy Praw%'&af Wc@ ’gf%?“ggﬂ;‘ﬁ‘uzfésé.eﬁ Way \/fadua#* 5’11 /?5’3

The femed Prer 58 was condemned and demolcshed s%/?ég 8y fhe Fort Commsstan.
A plagee s fhe Seawall morks fhe sife. o

Prer 87 was bucll m 1914 éy The Milaavkee Railrodd. 0t
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Conctroction of fhe w@guar/&m o Waterdront Porle ts Hhe culmnation of

falbs and pf;am:aq »?smgaéfy sence Yhe (etfers difconred Fde poels S The st
‘marme exh6 4" sccwed ot Luma Pock when e hoge, dead whale was washed
schore n /708, 7855 cife of A1kl Beach was ;&r.%ﬁa&&cf“y%r.‘; Fete fif_yu:erwef}
1 [G13 wilh Sfate ff?ﬂ@’?;?,&ro/aoééc{, ln (928 elbizens veped that am Aguariom
be boilf Yo soifable fo.wﬁ: *,  The #Cﬁmfg.q ol ¥ (ZM{) Y ?»3 Cans! ”d::ﬁéc:am'fi
4o The Frih and W/ ldhte [26 was w’%@ﬂg!’y recomaended as Yie releal sile n 1772
The LA/, and SHefe Afuseom reposed one aboard The clpper sﬂv{b ¥, Foul maored
m Ballard s (934 ; Yhe next yeor, vpon refwec-{ o the Rrk Bosre the OQceavic
EFddvcation Service (?’Z&cawmé) recommended edher Vo lvateer or Woodlzw! B
a5 8 "Sr’:?‘/é,, i [938 Y e Sootlle r{fu@f’f;h% Socieh. placed P@Vf&éﬁa Fanks w,"{/@%
‘?‘fr-g/oec,caf 7‘?:% m Yhe @ﬂ?arya;rgry of Volonieer Park. Carbeck Park wasa
progosed cife, fo be o Fedecal Works Frogress Administrotiin (WAL proicd
buf war not approved. frar HNaglund burlt " The Aguarium " ow Ber (Speroz S
_ff;. 1938 snel vrged Fhe Conctruction of one of Alki Beadh. Coaversion of the
/am?m@éam eloned ﬁyn%} Aorfe }01’:)@/;5‘ wns c.;rg@»@f,,:q /LD, f{?&zﬁ{%ﬂ.&@. or fhe
| /962 Ueorld Fair envisionec! an Lgusrium as & Yeature, buf rm (A58 Golden
Beordenr Reach par aesgnatee! by the Park (Foard sed 3 HHFA Coen &ﬁf&f;égf
‘ér anef &rsée'vzfec%ur‘ef p/amr drown, bof loeaf ?gﬂd}-:‘z u:% /‘i&‘f 95‘?%?;1,65/, }%;Q@f"e
ﬁm?{mpﬂ}g bt Hhe " Seattle Merime Af;):ar;yn* " en Frer 86 in /752 and e
"ndersez Gavdens  became 2 feature af Shilsbhole Kot from /954 - 23
Eeld Lo 3 Victorr, B.C,, Arem. The Jeatife Cowler war susgeided 29ain in
, 1966 : ¥ was pregremmed imfo Yhe ffarwzrd’ Throust /Om/oa!.:}/ a{a;awovgm?,
: Yhe voders i [PEE - seie nof specrfied. A /r:m? controversy volivwed c/urr'nz; which
L Lawton was @ po-ﬁeﬂﬁéf’ site ; by 197/ Yhe choces were ofiically natrawid o fuo -
Fhe Covneil rufed sg0irit Golden Gardens, so fhe wmner was - fhe Waterirort Pork.

ikt

A€ Al F

*

/‘6!’:‘;‘7'{6#;/ — e oy
AQUARION : \A/ATELFLONT AR

L i M




J. R. Lotz % David Suffia

Susan Mcbonald

WATERFRONT PARK - History

Seattle's pioneers moved from Alki Beach to build their town on the shore of Elliott
Bay because the wooded shore sloped rather steeply into deep water, promising a deep
water harbor for the city they dreamed of, and began by building Yesler's sawmill

on a pier. The rich forests provided abundantly for both sawmill and piling for
piers. And the sawmnill provided abundant cargo for the sailing vessels. Then the
railroad replaced the horse drawn wagon serving the piers and by 1885 the waterfront
became a maze of trestles and piers known as Railroad Avenue. Completion of the trans-
continental railroad triggered an economic slump and anti-Chinese riots. The hard
times continued unfil four prospectors panning for gold on an Alaskan river called

the Throndjuck in 1896 stumbled onto one of the richest goldfields in the worid. The
Gold Rush was on. A year later the Portland steamed into Schwabacher's Wharf on

Pier 58 with a huge cargo of nuggets, described by journalist Erastus Brainerd (who
became a Park Commissioner in 19714) as "a ton of gold" - it electrified the world

and turned Seattie intc a big, boisterous,prosperous city. Some Seattieites joined
the stampede to the "Klon'dike"; others found their gold in ocutfitiing the prospectors
or "helping” them celebrate on their return from the goldfields.

By 1906 Railroad Avenue was badly in need of repairs. [t was being patched and pieced
together, but the sea continued to torture the piling with sea borers, pieces of
driftwood, sawmill leavings and miscellaneous refuse crowding, pounding and moving in.
Some riprap'and filling with sawdust and dirt from street improvements was done, along
with a great deal of arguing and bickering about solutions. In 1910 voters approved

a Municipal Plans Commission but Bogue's "Plan of Seattle" was rejected and lost in
committees, funding, authorization, etc. In 1929 a new franchise with the railroads
moved the fracks Lo the east side of Railroad Avenue with spurs to each pier. "The
Great Depression” provided another stumbling block: even voter approval in 1932 to
build a portion of the needed seawall stumbled because the single bid for the work

was excessive. Finally in 1934 the City undertook the project. It took two years
and attracted wide publicity. Railroad Avenue hecame Alaskan Way.

Efforts to reduce the visual pollution along the waterfront began in 1904 when James
J. Hil1l, builder of the Great Northern Railroad,and City Engineer R. H, Thomson con-
structed the 5142' long railroad tunnel under the City center. Further reduction of
the trackage to the east side in the 1930s only provided space for the Alaskan Way
Viaduct in the 1950s.

The famed Pier 58 was condemned and demolished in 1965 by the Port Commission. A
plague on the seawall marks the site.

Pier 57 was built in 1914 by the Milwaukee Railroad.
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