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PROJECT GOALS
PREFONTAINE FOUNTAIN & SURROUNDING OPEN SPACE REHABILITATION

Schematic Design Options for Rehabilitation
Prefontaine Fountain

Prefontaine Fountain’s existing condition is overcome 
with a variety of issues of violent crime, visibility and 
safety, creating a space that no longer facilitates 
itself as a public resource but as a public burden. 
The goals below outline the variables the project 
team is working to resolve, guiding design strategies 
that honor the past while implementing solutions to 
present day problems.

ADDRESS AGING INFRASTRUCTURE ISSUES

	 1. New plumbing services.

ADDRESS PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY ISSUES

	 2. Wall heights in combination with street slopes 	
	     create hiding spots and lack of visibility.

	 3. Fountain bowl feature encourages garbage 	
	     accumulation. 

	 4. Fountain in its current position is most 			 
	     susceptible for vandalism and 				  
            vagrancy.
  
CREATE A USER-FOCUSED PUBLIC OPEN SPACE 

	 5. Existing structure blocks access through the 	
	     site, causing users to avoid the area. 

	 6. Re-establish community investment in the 		
	     space.

	 7. Original turtles are broken and are not 
	     suitable vandal-resistant elements. 

	 8. Opportunity for new commemorative plaque. 

	 9. Three trees internal to the Prefontaine Place            	
            property are in poor health condition and    	
	    must be removed. Opportunity for one new   	
	    tree(TBD). Street trees to remain. 



WALLS & STRUCTURE - REDUCING HEIGHT
PREFONTAINE FOUNTAIN & SURROUNDING OPEN SPACE REHABILITATION

~2’
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EXISTING WALL PORTIONS IDENTIFIED FOR REMOVAL PROPOSED CONCEPT - STRATEGIC REDUCTION OF WALLS, LOWERING THE BACK 
WALL STONE CAP COURSE AND OVERALL MONUMENT HEIGHT

TURTLE SCULPTURES TO BE 
SALVAGED AND RETURNED TO 

ORIGINAL DONOR, TO BE REPLACED 
WITH VANDAL RESISTANT TURTLES

COURSE OF STONE WALL 
TO BE REMOVED 



SITE SECTION COMPARISON WITH VIEWSHEDS| Section Elevation ‘A’
PREFERRED SCHEMATIC DESIGN

Section Elevation ‘A’
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SECTION ELEVATION ‘A’| EXISTING CONDITIONS

SECTION ELEVATION ‘A’ | PROPOSED CONDITIONS

TRANSIT TUNNEL

TRANSIT TUNNEL

Optional approach 
to fill rather than 
demolish the existing 
fountain bowl 

(SHOWN WITH SHALLOW BOWL/MISTER PROFILE)



SITE SECTION COMPARISON WITH VIEWSHEDS| Section Elevation ‘B’
PREFERRED SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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SECTION ELEVATION ‘B’ | EXISTING CONDITIONS

SECTION ELEVATION ‘B’ | PROPOSED CONDITIONS

TRANSIT TUNNEL

TRANSIT TUNNEL

Optional approach 
to fill rather than 
demolish the existing 
fountain bowl 

(SHOWN WITH SHALLOW BOWL/MISTER PROFILE)



SITE PLAN
PREFERRED SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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NEW CONCRETE PAVING, TYP.

BRICK PAVING “RIPPLES” TO MATCH 
EXISTING BRICK SIZE AND COLOR, TYP.

PROPOSED TREE & 
PLANTING AREA

MONUMENT, HEIGHT REDUCED ~2’ 

NEW MONUMENT PLAQUE

BACK FOUNTAIN 
WALLS, REDUCED ~1.5’ 

(LOWERED STONE CAP)

PROPOSED 
PLANTING 
AREA, TYP.

EXISTING STREET TREE TO REMAIN, TYP.

EXPANDED PLANTING AREA

RESTORE WING WALL BENCHES, 
PLINTHS, AND PLANTERS AS 
NEEDED, TYP.

TURTLE SCULPTURES TO BE 
SALVAGED AND RETURNED 
TO ORIGINAL DONOR, TO 
BE REPLACED WITH NEW 
VANDAL RESISTANT TURTLES

RESTORE COPING, BRICK 
PAVING, CONCRETE CURB, 
& STAIRS AS NEEDED

NEW CONCRETE 
PAVING PER SDOT 
STANDARDS

PARK PARCEL PROPERTY LINE 
(AREA OUTSIDE OF THIS TRIANGLE 
IS SDOT RIGHT-OF-WAY)

EXISTING PIONEER SQUARE LIGHT 
POLES TO REMAIN, TYP.

YESLER WAY

N

NEW WATER EXPERIENCE

3RD AVE







PREFONTAINE FOUNTAIN & SURROUNDING OPEN SPACE REHABILITATION
PERSPECTIVE - VIEW OF FOUNTAIN AREA BETWEEN YESLER WAY AND PIONEER SQUARE STATION HEADHOUSE
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CONCRETE PLANTER

BRICK PAVING ‘RIPPLES’

LOWERED STONE CAP

MONUMENT, HEIGHT 
REDUCED ~2’, NEW 

PLAQUE INSTALLATION



SITE PLAN - PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS
PREFERRED SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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EXISTING TREES TO REMAIN

EXISTING BRICK AND 
CONCRETE CURB TO REMAIN

NEW BRICK INFILL TO MATCH 
EXISTING WHERE REQUIRED

EXISTING STREET TREE TO REMAIN, TYP. RESTORE WING WALL BENCHES, 
PLINTHS, AND PLANTERS AS 
NEEDED, TYP.

TURTLE SCULPTURES TO BE 
SALVAGED AND RETURNED 
TO ORIGINAL DONOR, TO 
BE REPLACED WITH NEW 
VANDAL RESISTANT TURLES

RESTORE COPING, BRICK 
PAVING, CONCRETE CURB, 
& STAIRS AS NEEDED

NEW CONCRETE 
PAVING PER SDOT 
STANDARDS

PARK PARCEL PROPERTY LINE 
(AREA OUTSIDE OF THIS TRIANGLE 
IS SDOT RIGHT-OF-WAY)

EXISTING PIONEER SQUARE LIGHT 
POLES TO REMAIN, TYP.

YESLER WAY

N

NEW WATER EXPERIENCE

3RD AVE

PROPOSED 
PLANTING 
AREA, TYP.

NEW MONUMENT PLAQUE

MONUMENT, HEIGHT REDUCED ~2’ 

BACK FOUNTAIN 
WALLS, REDUCED ~1.5’ 

(LOWERED STONE CAP)



LETTERS OF SUPPORT EXHIBITS
APPENDIX:

Schematic Design Options for Rehabilitation
Prefontaine Fountain







1

Behrooz, Morteza

From: mary dunnam <marydunnam@mac.com>
Sent: Friday, February 7, 2025 4:45 PM
To: Behrooz, Morteza; Sheffer, Andy; Schwindeller, Mike PLA; Campbell, Colin
Cc: Winnie Stratton; Barbara Wright
Subject: Support for the Renovation of the Prefontaine Place Fountain
Attachments: 2025-02-04_Prefontaine Fountain_Preferred Concept.pdf

CAUTION: External Email 

To Whom It May Concern,  
 
“This letter is at the request of Seattle Parks and Recreation with regards to the proposed designs for 
Prefontaine Place Fountain. The Committee of 33 is supportive of the proposed schematic design 
(attached below), however we ask that the precast decorative turtles, that have been vandalized, be 
returned to the Committee of 33” . 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Dunnam 
President of the Committee of 33  
 
 
 


