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SOUTHEAST AREA PROFILE

The Southeast area is located along Lake Washington and is bordered by Interstate 90 on the north,
Rainier Avenue on the west and the southern city limits on the south. It consists of 4,429 gross
acres and is home to approximately 42,400 people. The area is predominately residential with
some commercial development along Martin Luther King Jr. Way. The following highlights
present a summary of the Southeast area. The subsequent set of tables and maps provide a much
more detailed picture of the area.

Demographics

* A high proportion of the population in the Southeast area are kids aged 15 and under -- 24.4
percent of the population is less than 16 ears old compared to 15 percent citywide.

* The Southeast area has a much higher percentage of its population that are people of color than is
found citywide -- 62 percent of the population are people of color compared to just 25 percent
citywide.

* Residents of the Southeast area tend to have less formal education than is the case for other areas
in the city -- 23.4 percent of the people 25 years and over have less than a high school education
compared to 13.6 percent citywide.

* Households in the Southeast area tend to be larger than those citywide -- on average 2.69 people
live in each household compared to 2.09 citywide.

* In addition: _
-- 45 percent of the households in the Southeast area are married couple families compared to 36
percent citywide.

-- 26 percent of the households are single person households compared to 40 percent citywide.
-- 15.1 percent of the households are single parent households compared to 6.2 percent citywide.

Housing

+ Housing units in the Southeast area are more likely to be owner occupied than in the city as a
whole -- 58.6 percent of the housing units are owner occupied compared to 46.5 percent

citywide.

« The housing units in the Southeast area are more likely to be in single family structures than are
housing units citywide — 72.7 percent of the housing units are in single family structure as
compared to 53.1 percent citywide.

« The median value of owner occupied housing units was $98,018 compared to $137,884.

« The median rent was $354 compared to $425 citywide.

Employment

+ The unemployment rate in the Southeast area was higher than the city as a whole --7.7 percent of
the labor force was unemployed in 1990 compared to 4.9 percent citywide.
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Income

* Incomes in the Southeast area tend to be lower than income levels citywide:
-- Median household income was $28,272 compared to $29,353 citywide.
-- Median Family Income was $32,728 compared to $39,860 citywide.

-- Per Capita Income was $13,255 compared to $18,308 citywide.

* In addition to lower incomes the Southeast area also has higher poverty rates than the city as a
whole:

-- 16.5 percent of the population lived in pbverty compared to 12.4 percent citywide.
-- 24.2 percent of the population 18 and under lived in poverty compared to 15.7 percent

citywide.
Jobs

« The Southeast area has a higher proportion of jobs in the retail sector and a lower share of jobs in
services such government, finance, insurance, and real estate:

-- 21 percent of the jobs are in retail compared to 14 percent citywide.
-- 48.4 percent of the jobs are in the services sector compared to 61 percent citywide.

Land Use
» The Southeast area is predominately residential:

-- 92 percent of the land is zoned for residential uses compared to 75 percent citywide.
-- 69 percent of the net land is developed as residential compared to 56.6 percent citywide.

Density
+ The residential densities of the Southeast area are similar to those found citywide:

-- There are 10 people per gross acre compared to 10 citywide.
—- There are 4 households per gross acre compared to 4 citywide.

 The employment density is in the Southeast area is substantially lower than is found citywide —
there two jobs per gross acre compared to 9 citywide.
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CHANGE 1980 - 1990

The Southeast area experienced a slight amount of change over the decade between 1980 and 1990.
The area experienced relatively small levels of change in population, housing units and households
compared to other parts of the city.

Population
* Population increased by just three percent compared to 4.5 percent citywide.

-- The population under the age of 5 increased by 12 percent between 1980 and 1990.
-- The population aged 65 years and over increased by 17 percent during the decade.

-- There was a 20 percent decrease in the White population between 1980 and 1990.
-- The number of people of color increased by 25 percent during the decade.

Households

» The number of households did not change during the decade compared to a 7.9 percent increase
citywide.
-- The average number of persons per household increased very slightly from 2.63 in 1980 to
2.69 in 1990 while the average decreased citywide from 2.15 to 2.09.

-- There was an eight percent decrease in married couple families between 1980 and 1990
compared to a 2 percent increase citywide.

-- The number of people living alone increased by two percent during the 1980's compared to a
13 percent increase citywide.

Housing Units
* Housing Units increased by just 1.6 percent compared to 8.3 percent citywide.

-- There was 2 percent increase in renter occupied housing units and there was virtually no
change in the number of owner occupied housing units between 1980 and 1990.

-- There was a four percent decrease in housing units in multi-family structures and two percent
increase in the number of single family units during the 1980's.
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PROJECTED CHANGE 1990 - 2010

Forecasts of population, household, and housing unit growth for the next twenty years indicates
that the area is expected to experience growth at rates slightly lower than the rates of growth
expected for the city as a whole.

* Population in the area is forecast to increase by, just 1.6 percent between 1990 and 2010
compared to 5 percent growth for the city as a whole.

* The number of households and housing units are expected to grow by just five percent over the
two decade period compared to a fifteen percent increase citywide.
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