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Neighborhoods for All

Urban Planning 101:

A cheat sheet

Below are some of the common tools
that cities use to manage development.

Zoning
“Which buildings
can be built where”

The basic purpose of zoning is to separate

Design Review

"Appearance, access,
site considerations”

Crmitle har & Pnrion Reasirea Nenmram Hhat

incompatible land uses. For example, keepin
housing and childcare facilities away from
manufacturing and industrial buildings.
Zoning regulations make different parts of a

Residential Neighborhoods Today

city legal for some uses, and illegal for other

Within a zoning category, there are rules th:
specify what buildings can be built there.

Development
Standards
“Shape, & safety
requirements”

N

Development standards establish constructi
specifications. For example, these are the
standards that require a building to be set
back some number of feet from the edge of
a property line, or limit the building's height.
They can ako define which materials are
allowed, and prohibit materials that don't
meet health and safety standards.

Seattle has three times more
land reserved only for single-
family homes than for all types
of multifamily combined.

This means that househaolds with the economic
resources to afford a detached house can
choose to live in a much wider range of
locations than these who cannot afford a
single-family house, or prefer a different
housing type.

This creates additional challenges, as Seattle's
population continues to grow. Since 2010,
Seattle has added more than 105,000
residents, surpassing 700,000 in 2017, making
us one of the fastest growing U.5. cities.

Current zoning does not
promote equitable access to
public amenities and assets.

The impacts of this systematic and institutional
racial discrimination persist today in the spatial
segregation of communities of color.

In addition, Zoning restrictions constrain the
number of households that can live within
walking distance of services that are located in
single-family zones, such as schocls and parks.
The high cost of buying in to a single-family
zoned area restricts access to cultural and
essential services on the basis of income.

Accommodating more people
within existing houses uses
resources more sustainably.

As we grow, our shared vision of Seattle as
3 sustainable, livable home for all kinds of
people depends on allowing every resident
to live within walking distance of essential
services and transit.

Homeownership Rates by Race & Ethnicity
Sourse: 2016 American Community Survey 5 ¥ear Estimates

‘White

Asian

Other & Twaor
More Races

Am. Indian &
Alaska Native

Hispanic [any

In Seattle, white race)

residents have a
higher percentage
of homeownership
rates than all other
raciai/ethnic groups.

Black or African
American

nHative Hawaiian
& Pacific Islander

SEATTLE PLANNING COMMISSION

Please share your thoughts:

Seattle is not growing
equitably today. What are

the contributing factors?

Notes:

How could we give more people
access to neighborhoods that
have many assets and services?




Conversation Boards

Residential Neighborhoods History

1. Timeline: Hosing Equity
2. Lasting Policy Impacts

3. Neighborhood Buildings

Residential Neighborhoods Today

1. Housing & Development

2. Access & Cost
3. Growth & Sustainability

Case Studies

1.  Minneapolis, MN
2. Vancouver BC

3. Portland, OR

Residential

Neighborhood
History

Many Seattle
property owners

write covenants

that prohibit people
Point Elliott Treaty authorized the  of color from
removal of Coast Salish People  owning homes
from their ancestral homelands 19208
1855 i

Sesttle Bstablishes
“building districts”

190

Seattle
United States

1917
U.S. Supreme Court ends racial
zoning, cities begin using
racial covenants and deeds

1934

Federal Housing Authority is
established, begins 'Redlining'
practices the same year

¢ Seattle’s first
: zoning laws

{1935 :
i Home Owners' Loan }
: Corporation draws redlining
i maps for 239 US. Cities

1. Timeline:
Housing Equity

Seattle starts using Redlining map,
furthering segregation in housing

1936

Seattle sets new
minimum sizes &
Standards for properties

Boeing :
economic boom }

1950s

spurs suburbanization

1940s - 1960s
Between 1945 and 1959, only
2% of all federally insured home
loans went to African Americans

1942 - 1946

Japanese-American internment, more than
7,000 Seattle residents forced to leave, many
returned to find their property had been sold

Downzoning areas from
multifamily to single-family

Boeing
economic bust

1970s

1950s - 1960s

Expansion of highways

1970s - 1980s
2.25 million publicly owned
units removed from the
nation's housing stock. HUD
promoted ‘Section 8" rent-
subsidy program instead of

Residential 1. Housing &

Development

Neighborhoods
Today

Distribution Residential Zoning Types
Data: Gity of Sesttle

o n Despite Seattle’s
e 1 : growth, some areas
icec-Use 10% : of the city are
—— oo 274 losing population.

Seattle Population Change 1970 - 2016
Source: 2016 American Community Survey, City of Sasttle

There is three times
more land reserved only :
for single-family homes :

than for all types of

multifamily combined.

Housing Types
Allowed in Seattle
Dats: City of Saattle

Single-Family
heusing only
Mix of housing
allowed
Mo housing.
allowed
[ o e
Percent population change per census tract
T . More than 15% Mare than 15%
N H population decline population increase
1% - 15% 1% - 15%
population decline popuiation incresse

Seattle becomes Accessory Dwell H
one of the fastest ccessory Dwelling 3

growing U.S. cities Units legalized for

Iots 4,000+ sq ft
20005 550

EPA reports confirm disproportionate
placement of toxic waste facilities in African
American communities nationwide

2008 - 2011
Great recession: Black
and Hispanic borrowers
targeted for subprime
loans at double the rate
of whites
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